World War II Chronology

1938
Germany annexed Austria (Mar.)

1938
Munich Agreement signed (Sept.); following policy of appeasement, European powers agreed to formula to allow Germany to take Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia

1939
Germans occupied all of Czechoslovakia, ignoring terms of Munich Pact

1939
Italy invaded Albania (Apr.)

1939
Allies abandon appeasement policy in face of aggression by Germans and Italians; formed anti-aggression pacts with Turkey, Greece, Romania, and Poland

1939
Nonaggression Pact between Germany and USSR signed (Aug. 24); Germany, no longer threatened with possibility of war on two fronts.

1939
Germany invaded Poland (Sept. 1); WWII began.

1939
Britain and France declared war on Germany (Sept. 3)

1939
German conquest of Poland (Sept. 1 – 27); Germans demonstrated effectiveness of Blitzkrieg using Panzer tanks, highly mobile mechanized infantry units, and strong air cover; two-pronged German attack advanced eastward, while Soviets launched westward attack beginning Sept. 17; Germans captured Warsaw (Sept. 27) and Poland was partitioned between the victorious Germans and Soviets.

1939-40 Russo-Finnish War (Nov. 30 – Mar. 12); Soviets invaded Finland and met unexpectedly stiff

 resistance at Finnish Mannerheim Line; after months of hard fighting, Finland surrendered

1940  Norway conquered by Germans (Apr. 9 – June 10); surprise attack began simultaneously in

 Norway and Denmark; Denmark surrendered (Apr. 9); Norway largely in German hands by mid

 May; final victory came with Allied evacuation at Narvik (June 10)

1940
Germans invaded The Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Belgium (May 10)

1940
W. Churchill replaced Chamberlain as British prime minister (May 10)

1940
The Netherlands conquered by Germans (May 10 – 14)

1940
Invasion of Belgium (May 10 – 28); Belgium surrendered (May 28).

1940
British evacuation at Dunkirk (June 4); encircled by German forces in Belgium, British and other Allied forces withdrew by makeshift flotilla to Britain; supplies and equipment lost.

1940
Battle of France (June 5 – 22); defensive fortifications at Verdun captured (June 15) and French sued for peace (June 17); France signed peace terms (June 22); northern France occupied by Germans, southern France run by Vichy government.

1940
Free French army formed (June 23) by C. DeGaulle in London

1940
Latvia, Estonia, and Lithuania absorbed by USSR (Aug. 1)

1940
Italy declared war on Britain and France (June 10).

1940
Italians conquered British Somaliland (Aug. 6 – 19); marked beginning of war in Africa

1940
Battle of Britain begun (Aug. 13); fought entirely in the air, the battle began as preparation for German invasion of Britain; German Luftwaffe failed to knock out British RAF and suffered heavy losses; began bombing London (Sept. 7) and abandoned planned invasion; heavy bombing raids on London continued into 1941

1940
Japan concluded Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy (Sept. 27)

1940
Italy invaded Egypt (Sept. 13 – 15) from Libya; British launched counteroffensive (Dec. 8) and drove into Libya

1940-41 Axis offensive in the Balkans (Oct. – May); Italian invasion of Greece (Oct. 28) was repulsed and

Greeks invaded Albania (Dec. 3); German troops invaded Yugoslavia and Greece (Apr. 6); Yugoslavia surrendered (Apr. 17); captured Athens (Apr. 27), and drove British off Crete (May 31); Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania meanwhile joined Axis powers

1940
Submarine warfare in the Atlantic; Germans, unable to match Allied surface fleet; organized submarine wolf packs to sink supply convoys

1941
US established Lend-Lease program (Mar. 11) to provide Allies with badly needed supplies; 

marked increased shift by US from policy of neutrality

1941 German offensive in North Africa (Apr. – May); Gen. E. Rommel’s Afrika Corps launched rapid 

advance (Apr. 3) against British in Libya; drove British back to Egyptian border by May 29

1941
Bismarck, German battleship, sunk by British warships while she was on maiden voyage (May 27)

1941
Iraq came under British control (June 4) following brief fight against rebels who had overthrown government there; British and Russian troops later occupied Iran (July 25)

1941
British and Free French occupied Syria, taking control from Vichy French forces.  (June 8 – 14)

1941
USSR invaded by Germans (Operation Barbarossa, June 22); three-pronged attack launched, north toward Leningrad, center toward Smolensk and Moscow, and south toward Kiev; rapid German advance caught hundreds of thousands of Soviet troops, but overall numbers of Soviet troops far greater than Hitler anticipated; Stalin proclaimed “scorched earth” policy as Soviets retreated eastward (July 3)

1941
US occupied Iceland (July 7)

1941
Vichy government of France forced to allow Japan to occupy French Indochina (July 21)

1941
Atlantic Charter signed (Aug. 12) by US and Britain; declaration of common goals for world peace

1941
Russian Front; Germans, advancing rapidly, surrounded Leningrad (Sept. 8) in north and captured Kiev (Sept. 24) in south; German drive on Moscow began (Oct. 2); offensive halted (Dec.) by onset of Russian winter before Moscow could be captured.

1941
Soviets signed (Oct. 1) agreements with Britain and US; US to provide supplies under Lend-Lease arrangements; US supply convoys to north Russian ports regularly came under heavy German attacks during war.

1941-42
Russian winter offensive (Dec. – Feb.); Soviet armies attacked Germans around Moscow (Dec. 6); Hitler ordered troops to hold positions and took direct command of army (Dec. 19); Germans, ill-prepared for Russian winter, forced to withdraw (Jan. 15) to west.

1941
Pearl Harbor (Dec. 7); Japanese surprise attack wrecked US Pacific fleet and marked beginning of Japanese offensive in South Pacific

1941
US declared war (Dec. 8).

1941-42
Japanese offensive in Pacific Theater; Bangkok, Thailand occupied (Dec. 8); Guam captured (Dec. 13); Wake Island captured (Dec. 23); Hong Kong surrendered (Dec. 24); in the Philippines, Manila fell (Jan. 2), Bataan (Apr. 9), and Corregidor (May 6); Singapore fell (Feb. 15); conquest of Dutch East Indies completed (Mar. 9) after victory in Battle of Java Sea (Mar. 1); Burma conquered (Dec. – May).

1942
Declaration of the United Nations signed (Jan. 1) by Allied leaders; promised to prosecute war until complete defeat of Axis powers

1942
Gen. D. MacArthur named supreme commander of Allied forces in Southwest Pacific (Mar. 17), following his withdrawal from the Philippines

1942 Anglo-Soviet Agreement (May 26) united Britain and Russia against Nazi Germany.

1942
Manhattan Project begun by US (June) to develop atomic bomb

1942
Pacific theater; US naval and air forces turned back Japanese invasion force heading for New Guinea (Battle of the Coral Sea, May 7 – 8); Japanese invaded Aleutian Islands (June 3), eventually taking Attu; Battle of Midway (June 4 – 7), US naval air units heavily damaged Japanese fleet sent to take Midway Island.

1942
US general D. Eisenhower named commander of US forces in European theater (June 25).

1942
Russian Front; German offensive began (June 28), Stalingrad being among its targets; fighting around the city broke out by Aug. 9 as Germans met stiff Russian resistance; heavy fighting continued into fall, when Soviets launched counterattack.

1942
US offensive in the Pacific: troops landed on Guadalcanal (Aug. 7) beginning of fight in Solomon Islands; Japanese naval force heavily in Battle of Eastern Solomons (Aug. 23-25); Guadalcanal secured by US forces (Feb. 1943).

1942
Dieppe Raid (Aug. 19) failed; Allied experimental landing on French coast cost nearly two-thirds of troops.

1942
Allied offensive in New Guinea began (Sept. 25); Japanese had invaded New Guinea (Mar.) in preparation for attack on Australia; US and Australian forces secured Buna and Gona (Dec.); convoy with Japanese reinforcements sunk by Allied aircraft (Mar. 4, 1943)

1942
North Africa campaign; following new German offensive by Rommel (Jan.), Germans had pushed British back into Egypt; British Gen. B. Montgomery led his forces in crucial Battle of El Alamein (Oct. 23 – Nov. 4), in which Germans were driven back into Libya

1942
US forces, led by Gen. D. Eisenhower, landed in Algeria (Nov. 8), beginning second front in North Africa; Vichy French forces ceased all resistance (Nov. 10); Allied forces began eastward advance into Tunisia

1942-43
Battle of Stalingrad on the Russian Front (Nov. – Feb.); Soviet offensive began (Nov. 19), and soon encircled 22 German divisions around Stalingrad; these forces reduced to about 90,000 men by the time their commander surrendered (Feb. 2); battle turned tide of war against Germans; meanwhile, long German siege of Leningrad was broken (Jan.)

1943
Casablanca Conference held (Jan. 14-24); Roosevelt and Churchill decided to press for complete German surrender; invasion of France put off; invasion of Sicily planned.

1943
Final Allied offensive in North Africa; US forces advancing east through Tunisia, British driving west from Egypt; British captured Tripoli (Jan. 23); Rommel stung US forces at Battle of Kasserine Pass (Feb. 20), but US soon recovered offensive; British broke through German defensive Mareth Line in Tunisia (Mar.) and Allied forces linked up (Apr. 7), securing the North Africa coast; final Allied offensive (May) resulted in capture of remaining Axis troops
1943 Katyn Massacre discovered (Apr. 13)

1943
Warsaw Ghetto uprising (May); some 60,000 Polish Jews rose in desperate and unsuccessful revolt against Nazis; revolt came after Nazis had taken 400,000 to concentration camps

1943
Trident Conference held (May 12-25); Roosevelt and Churchill planned invasion of Italian peninsula; put off invasion of France to 1944.

1943
Soviets dissolved (May 22) the Comintern, organization for spread of communism; this marked Stalin’s policy of appeasing the Allies

1943
US forces recaptured Attu in the Aleutian Islands (June 3); ended Japanese threat to North American territories

1943
Allied invasion of Sicily (July 10 – Aug. 18); US, British, and Canadian forces, led by Gen. Eisenhower, landed on south coast; Palermo occupied (July 24); Messina captured (Aug. 18), ending the fight for Sicily

1943
Sustained Russian offensive began (July 11), after a weak German attack, the Russians pushed westward; by August advance on a broad front was under way; German retreat was confused (by Hitler’s intervention) and costly; Soviets crossed Dnieper River in October and recaptured Kiev (Nov. 6), advance continued into 1944

1943
Allied offensive in the Pacific began (July 1); US and Australian forces advanced 

1943
Fire bombing of Hamburg (July 24 – Aug. 3)

1943
Italy’s Fascist leader, B. Mussolini, resigned (July 25) as invasion of Sicily progressed; new government dissolved Fascist party and began peace talks

1943
Quebec Conference held (Aug. 11 – 24), Roosevelt and Churchill considered problems related to invasion of France but reached no decisions.

1943
Campaign for Italian mainland; British landed in southern Italy (Sept. 3), US landed at Salerno (Sept. 9); Allies advanced north, taking Naples (Oct. 1); Allies halted by German Gustav Line, south of Cassino, until following spring.

1943
Italy surrendered unconditionally (Sept. 3)

1943
Germans set up Italian puppet state after rescuing the imprisoned Mussolini (Sept. 15); German troops in Italy subsequently put up stiff resistance to allied forces attempting to take Italian mainland

1943
Italy declared war on Germany (Oct. 13)

1943
Teheran Conference (Nov. 8 – Dec. 1); Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met; Allies to open up second front with invasion of France in both north and south

1944
Russian offensive continued; Novgorod captured (Jan. 20) and Soviets reached border of Poland (Feb.); in south, reached Romanian border (Mar. 25); Sevastopol and Crimean region secured (May).

1944 Allied landings at Anzio, Italy (Jan. 22); this attempt to outflank German defensive line failed

1944
Pacific offensive; US forces invaded Marshall Islands (Feb.), Admiralty Islands (Mar.), and the Marianas (June); US won major victory in Battle of the Philippine Sea (June 19) during Marianas invasion and by it crippled the Japanese navy; Guam secured (Aug.)

1944
Massive bombing raids over Germany (Feb. 20) began

1944
Allied offensive in Italy; major attack at Cassino (Mar. 15 – May 18) finally broke German Gustav Line; Allies pushed north occupying Rome (June 4) and Florence (Aug. 12); Germans, however, held onto northern Italy until last months of war

1944
Normandy invasion; allied landings in France began (June 6) under the command of Gen. Eisenhower; US troops landed at Omaha and Utah beaches, British and Canadian troops at Gold, Juno, and Sword beaches; British reached Caen (July 8) and US forces took St.-Lo (July 18); meanwhile troops and supplies poured in as largest amphibious operation in history progressed

1944
Russian front: as Normandy invasion progressed, Soviets launched drives in the east; German armies in Poland collapsed (June-July) before Soviet advance; in south, Soviets entered Balkans, capturing Romania (Aug. 24), Bulgaria (Sept. 8), Yugoslavia (Oct. 20); met stiff German resistance in Hungary (Nov.); in the north, Finland surrendered (Sept. 19) and Riga, on the Baltic coast, was taken (Oct. 13)

1944
Hitler narrowly escaped assassination attempt (July 20); Hitler took brutal revenge on all he suspected of complicity

1944
St.-Lo Breakout in France (July 25 – 27); US forces broke German lines at St.-Lo, drove southeast to secure Brittany (July 0 Aug.) and southwest to capture Le Mans (Aug.); eastward drive (north of the Loire River) next liberated Paris (Aug. 25), which German officers had refused to destroy, and brought the Allies to the Seine River.

1944
Warsaw Uprising (Aug. – Oct.); Polish underground army resistance crushed by Germans; Soviets, meanwhile, halted their advance in Poland just outside Warsaw and refused to aid the pro-West underground army.

1944
Allied landings in southern France, between Marseilles and Nice (Aug. 15); Allied armies moved northward up the Rhone Valley; captured Lyon (Sept. 3) before Germans stalled the advance.

1944
Allied advance eastward; British forces liberated Brussels, Belgium (Sept. 2); Liege captured (Sept. 7), followed by liberation of Luxembourg (Sept. 10) and invasion of German frontier (Sept. 11); Gen. Patton’s forces crossed the Moselle River to the south (Sept. 7); airborne assault at Arnhem (to outflank German “West Wall” defenses) failed (Sept. 17 – 26); Allied supply lines now overextended by rapid pace of advance.

1944
Allied invasion force from southern France linked up with northern invasion force at Dijon (Sept. 15).

1944
V-2 rocket attacks on Britain began (Oct. 7)

1944
British occupied Greece (Oct.), following withdrawal of German forces; revolt by Communists put down

1944-45
Philippines campaign in the Pacific (Oct. 20 – Feb. 23); recapture of the Philippines began with landings on Leyte and naval battle of Leyte Gulf; Leyte secured and Luzon invaded by US (Jan.); Manila taken (Feb. 23); resistance by remnants of Japanese forces continued for duration of the war

1944
US bombers, flying from air bases on Saipan, began regular bombing raids against Japanese cities (Nov.)

1944
Battle of the Bulge in Western Europe (Dec. 16 – Jan. 25); Germans mounted surprise attack aimed at breaking overextended Allied lines and capturing Antwerp, Belgium; was last major German offensive

1945
Russian advance from the east; Warsaw taken by Soviets (Jan. 17), Krakow (Jan. 19); to south, German resistance in Hungary broken and Budapest finally captured (Feb. 13); Soviet units took Vienna, Austria (Apr. 13) and began fight to take Berlin (Apr. 20)

1945 Yalta Conference held (Feb. 4 – 11); Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin discussed plans for 

occupation of Germany after war

1945
Fire-bombing of Dresden (Feb. 13-14)

1945
Battle of Iwo Jima (Feb. 19 – Mar. 17) in Pacific; US forces suffered heavy casualties in battle for the strategic island

1945
Allied offensive into the German Rhineland began (Feb. 23); US forces reached Rhine River (Mar. 2), captured Cologne (Mar. 7); crossed Rhine (Mar. 7) at Remagen; reached Elbe River (Apr. 12). Germans in Ruhr district enveloped (Apr. 1); US forces reached Elbe River (Apr. 12).

1945
Battle of Okinawa (Apr. 1 – June 21) fought in Pacific; island provided still closer land base for bombers attacking Japan.

1945
Final Allied offensive in northern Italy (Apr. 9); German resistance broken; last German forces surrendered (May 1).

1945
US president Roosevelt died (Apr. 12)

1945
US and Soviet troops link up at Torgau, along the Elbe River (Apr. 25)

1945
San Francisco Conference held (Apr. – June); wrote United Nations charter.

1945
Mussolini captured and killed by anti-Fascists (Apr. 28)

1945
Hitler committed suicide (Apr. 30) as Soviet forces closed in on Berlin; K. Donitz named as his successor

1945
Berlin capture completed (May 2).

1945
Germany surrendered (May 7); Allied Control Committee formed by Allied military leaders to govern Germany (June 5).

1945
Allies, led by Lord Mountbatten, gained control of Burma (May) after long campaign against Japanese

1945
Potsdam Conference held (July 17 – Aug. 2) by Allies; outlawed Nazism in Germany, established Soviet control of eastern Germany, and called on Japanese to surrender.

1945
Atomic bomb dropped by US on Hiroshima (Aug. 6); city devastated

1945
Soviet invasion of Japanese-held Manchuria began (Aug. 8)

1945
US dropped second atomic bomb on Nagasaki (Aug. 9)

1945
Japan surrendered (Aug. 14); signed formal surrender (Sept. 2)

1945-46
Nuremberg Trials held to judge leaders of Nazi party for war crimes; twelve sentenced to death, others to prison.
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