Weapons and Tactics of World War I
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	Title Page
	

	2
	Newspaper – “Remember the Lusitania”
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	Map – Central Powers vs. Allied Powers
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	Newspaper – “War With Germany
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Public Warning – Types of Planes
	

	5
	Zeppelin
	I. WAR IN THE AIR

A. Lighter-than-Air Aircraft

1. Able to cruise long distances

2. Later in the war their slow speed and large size made them vulnerable to other airplanes and anti-aircraft guns

3. Germans used the zeppelin in 159 bombing sorties over England causing 557 deaths and $7.5 million in damages

4. Used for observing troop and fleet movements
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	Airplane
	B. Heavier-than-Air Aircraft (airplanes

1.  First used for scouting missions
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	Airplane with camera
	2. Pilots would lean over side with cameras or

      use a pistol to defend themselves

	8
	Planes in need of repair
	                        3.  Planes lasted a few weeks in combat - either

                             destroyed or needed repairs.  (Ex.  In the 

                             Battle of the Somme, 1100 of the 1300

                             British planes had to be replaced)

3. Parachutes were not readily available (force

      pilots to try to land planes safely)
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	German troops in trench (try to shoot down planes)
	

	10
	Richthofen
	4. Famous Pilots

a.  Manfred von Richthofen (“Red Baron”)

     (German) – 80 kills
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	Air heroes
	b. Rene Fonck (French) – 75 kills

c. Edward Mannock (British) – 73 kills
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	Eddie Rickenbacker
	d. Eddie Rickenbacker (American) – 26

      kills (only in war for one year)
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	Early Aircraft Carrier
	

	14
	Readying bombs /

gas mask
	5. Later in the war planes were used to bomb the enemy.
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	Bombs out the side of plane
	a. first bombs were carried in the cockpit or in a basket between the pilot’s feet and dropped over the target by hand

b. late in the war, some planes could carry 16 to 112 lb. bombs and could fly for 8 hours

	16
	Machine gun off plane
	6. Later in the war, planes were equipped with machine guns

· machine guns were placed on the front of the plane and synchronized with the propeller.  Pilot would have to fly in the direction he wanted to shoot.  (Interrupter gear that allowed synchronization between propeller blades and machine gun ammo was invented by Fokker.)

                            At the time of the armistice:

b. French had 3321 planes

c. Germans had 2730 planes

d. British had 1758 planes

NOT UNTIL WW2 ARE PLANES TRULY EFFECTIVE
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	Infantrymen charging (going “over the top”)
	II. INFANTRY

A.  Pack on back weighed 70 lbs. (or more)
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	Doughboy
	                  B.  Doughboys – covered in dust from marches
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	Machine Gun
	III. ARTILLERY

A. Machine Gun

1.  main weapon of defense in the trenches

2. water or air-cooled; belt fed; usually

      mounted on a tripod (couldn’t hold in arms

· too hot)

3. Ammunition was fed from a fabric or metal

      link belt or magazine
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	Machine Gun (note- environmental damage)
	                        4.  Inflicted 92% of all WW1 casualties
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	Big Gun
	B. Big Guns

1.  Needed large numbers of guns for operations

2. Used “barrage fire” – a curtain of artillery shelling
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	Big Gun
	3. Developed anti-aircraft guns in

                              response to increased use of planes
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	Big Gun
	4. Shell shock – absence of sound due to continuous loud noise.

5. Needed a way to launch chemicals and poison gas

	24
	Practice for Big Guns (note – made of logs)
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	Gas Mask / Bird Check for gas
	C. Poison gas

1.  First used by the Germans in 1915

2. Released a greenish-yellow cloud or mist that extended for five miles

3. Could not control the gas once it was released.  Wind often carried it to friendly troops.

	26
	Gas Masks / POWs blinded by poison gas
	4. Gas caused 79,000 deaths in WW1

a.  Chlorine Gas

1. Acts on the lungs and causes death by suffocation.  Dissolves pieces of lungs and soldiers vomit the lung pieces out.

2. Soldiers would retch themselves into unconsciousness  

3. Some saved themselves by urinating on a handkerchief and using it as a mask

                              b.  Phosgene Gas

1. 10X stronger than chlorine gas

                              c.  Mustard Gas

1. used late in the war

2. produced ulcers, blisters on whatever part of the body it touched (inner ears, throat, eyes, as well as skin)
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	Early Tank
	D. Tanks

1.  Armored vehicles which were able to move

     cross country on caterpillar treads
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	Eisenhower in tank command – WW1
	                        2.  Equipped with machine guns
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	Tank
	                        3.  First used in 1916
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	Tank in trench
	                        4.  Had to be careful around heavily trenched

                              areas
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	Tank with bridge
	                        5.  Carried “bridges” for muddy areas
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	Tanks with tracks / 

Box Tank
	6.  Used to break through enemy lines and as a

      cover for advancing infantry



	33
	Flame thrower
	E. Flame-thrower

1.  Projects a stream of liquid flame for

     distances up to several hundred feet

2.  First used by the Germans

3.  Greatly damaged morale of the troops
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	Life in trenches
	IV. LIFE IN THE TRENCHES

A. Trench Warfare

1.  Use of trenches lengthened the war – unable

      to take large areas of territories in offenses.

2.  “Wins” were often measured in hundreds of

       feet of trench taken during a battle

3.  Majority of deaths were by machine gun fire

     to the head, neck, shoulders, and chest.

4.  Wounds to the foot or leg were common in

     men who were tired of fighting
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	Trench Foot
	5. Soldiers spent time between battles building

      up the trenches (very boring)

6. Rats, rats, rats lived in the trenches with the

      soldiers

	
	Out of the trenches
	7. To get out of the trench and attack the other

       side, the soldiers had to go “over the top”

	37
	Overview of trench warfare
	

	38
	Out of the trenches
	

	39
	Barbed Wire
	                        

	40
	Barbed Wire
	8. The soldiers used bodies as bridges over the

      barbed wire during periods of advance

	41
	Death in the trenches
	

	42
	Dog Messenger
	9. Dogs were used to carry messages and to

      detect bombs.  (When things got really bad,

                              they’d eat the dogs)

	43
	Turks
	10. The Turks were fierce fighters who would

      “fight until death”

	44
	Cavalry
	V. CAVALRY

A. WW1 was still a non-mechanized war … what

      we consider modern warfare was only just

                         being introduced during WW1
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	Billy Mitchell
	Fought for American air units in France; believed that military air power should be used in wartime
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	Ship
	VI. WEAPONS OF THE SEA

A. Ships

1.  Few new developments during WW1.

     Continued to use battleships and

     dreadnoughts (box-shaped like the USS

     Texas).

2.  Britain had the largest navy with Germany

     second
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	Submarine
	B. Submarines (U-Boats)

1.  Used first as a defensive weapon to keep

      enemy ships out of home ports

2.  As Great Britain continued the blockade of

     shipments to Germany, the Germans decided

                             to use the U-boat against shipping

3.  Could travel 2000 miles on the surface but

      only 100 miles underwater
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	Submarine
	4. Needed to be near the surface to fire

5. Changed the rules of war – could not warn vessels before sinking them.
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	Train cars where WW1 surrender papers were signed – Argonne Forest
	11th hour, 11th day, 11th month

Germany Surrenders

(during WW2, Hitler will force France to surrender in same railroad cars at same location)


