The Progressive Movement

Roosevelt in Office

Square Deal - wanted to work for the people's needs - to do what was right & fair

Trustbusting - "good" trusts


"bad trusts"

Northern Securities Co - 
controlled 3 major railroads - run by J.P. Morgan

- Federal Government filed 44 anti-trust suits against various companies

- Bureau of Corporations - 1903 - collect info on businesses so the Dept. of Justice could decide whether to take them to court

Elkins Act (1903) - barred railroads from giving refunds to favored customers

Hepburn Act (1906) 

- intended to strengthen the ICC

- 1) gave the gov't power to cut RR rates if felt were too high 2) regulate pipelines

Workers

-coal strike 1902  - United Mine Workers called a strike of 150,000 workers – went on for months – TR urged both parties to accept arbitration – a settlement imposed by an outside party

- strikers agreed, owners did not

- called both parties to the Whitehouse – threatened to nationalize the mines, owners agreed

Consumers 

Meat Inspection Act (1906)

“There would be meat stored in great piles in rooms; and the water from the leaky roofs would drop over it, and thousands of rats would race about on it…These rats were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned bread out for them, they would die, and then rats, bread, and meat would go into the hoppers together.”  The Jungle – Upton Sinclair

- required federal inspection of meat sold and set standards of cleanliness in meatpacking plants

- Dept. of Agriculture inspectors

Pure Food and Drug Act (1906)

- prohibited the manufacture, sale or shipment of impure or falsely labeled food and drugs

Conservation

- appointed Gifford Pinchot to head the U.S. Forest Service – manage the timber resources – created regulations controlling lumbering on federal lands

- TR set aside 150 million acres of forest land

Newlands Reclamation Act (1902)

- authorized the use of federal funds from public land sales to pay for irrigation and land development

Antiquities Act (1904)

- allowed TR to set aside landmarks of historical significance as National Monuments

- Arizona’s Petrified Forest, big game sanctuaries, 50 bird sanctuaries

National Conservation Congress (1908)

- governors conference on Conservation

- set up conservation commissions in their states

- TR set up National Conservation Commission – to assist states with conservation

National Park Service Act (1916)

- 1872 – Yellowstone – the nation’s first national park

- Woodrow Wilson’s greatest contribution to conservation

- created a federal agency – National Park Service (NPS) – to oversee these areas and other parks to be created

