The World at War

The Early Battles – A Time of Crisis

· Allied leaders agreed on a “Europe first policy” – felt that the Japanese were of no threat

· Allies would “aggressively defend” the Pacific

The Fall of the Philippines

· within hours of the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese bombed airfields in the Philippines

· 2 days later they invaded

· the Americans and Filipinos were badly outnumbered and their commander, General Douglas MacArthur decided to withdraw to the Bataan Peninsula

· using the rugged terrain, the troops hung on for 3 months until they surrendered on Apr. 9th, 1942

· MacArthur was ordered to leave to Australia – “I shall return.”

· 78000 surrendered – forced to walk 65 miles to a POW camp – between 7000 & 10000 were clubbed, shot or starved  – became known as the Bataan Death March
· the island fortress of Corregidor hung on until May 1942

Active Defense in the Pacific

· 2 parts

· first – protect the Hawaiian and Samoan Islands

· second – keep the sea lanes to Australia open

Doolittle’s Raid

· movie called Thirty Seconds over Toyko

· B-25’s were to fly off the carrier the Hornet – bomb Toyko – then fly on to friendly airfields in China

· discovered 150 miles before their lift-off point – ordered the attack anyways – many planes did not make China – crashed into the sea or on mainland China

· viewed as a tremendous moral boost

· forced a change of strategy for the Japanese

Battle of Coral Sea

· Admiral Yamamato wanted a bring on a major sea battle – sent an invasion force towards Port Moresby

· using Magic – we knew their plans and sent the Lexington and Yorktown to intercept the Japanese

· battle fought on May 7th & 8th – first naval battle fought by planes with neither taskforce within sight of each other

· Lexington sunk – Yorktown badly damaged

· Japanese withdrew

· “tactical victory” for the Japanese and a “strategic victory” for the Americans

Battle of Midway

· Admiral Yamamato planned an attack against Midway – Magic again intercepted the plans and alerted Admiral Chester Nimitz to the attack

· June 4-7, 1942 – Battle of Midway

· US sunk 4 Japanese carriers and destroyed their most skilled air groups

· Yorktown only American carrier sunk

· Japanese had to abandon plans for the taking of Midway, Fiji and Samoa

· turning point of the war in the Pacific

The Struggle for North Africa

· immediately open the US entry into the war, Stalin wanted the British and the Americans to invade Europe – FDR also agreed – Churchill urged caution and encourage an allied attack on the periphery – FDR decided in July of 1942 to prepare for an invasion

· Roosevelt decided on Morocco and Algeria for two reasons

1. get combat experience

2. aid the British in Egypt

· Nov. 8th , 1942 – invasion of North Africa began under the command of Dwight D. Eisenhower

· the Americans quickly seized Casablanca led by George Patton and made rapid advances into western Tunisia

Battle of Kasserine Pass

· fought the Germans for the 1st time and did very poorly – the Americans were outmaneuvered and outfought – suffered 7000 casualties and lost nearly 200 tanks – Eisenhower fired the commanding general and put General Patton in command

· together the American and British forces pushed the last Germans out of North Africa on May 13, 1943

Battle for Guadalcanal

· Japanese try again to launch an invasions of Port Moresby – took Guadalcanal – one of the Solomon Islands – built an airfield

· policy of active defense – a stepping stone for returning to the Philippines and finally for invading Japan itself

· nicknamed “Operation Shoestring” – very little available – Allies preparing for the invasion of N. Africa

· Aug. 7th, 1942 – 20,000 Marines were landed on a neighboring island – Tulagi – seized the airfield – renamed it Henderson Field

· Aug. 9th – Battle of Savo Island – Japanese cruiser fleet sank 4 of 5 U.S. and Australian heavy cruisers that were protecting the transports unloading supplies on Guadalcanal – the transports had to withdraw

· this defeat left the Marines short of supplies and support

· Feb. 9th, 1943 – the last of the Japanese on the island withdrew – last attempt by the Japanese to advance in the Pacific theater

Battle of the Atlantic
· "wolfpacks" - 1942 sunk more than 900 allied ships – in May and June alone 1.2 million tons of shipping

· by Aug. 1942 – German subs had sunk 360 American ships along the US coast – so many tankers had been sunk the US had to ration gasoline and heating oil

· radar and sonar – depth charges

· spring of 1943 the Allies had gained control of the Atlantic

Stalingrad

· Hitler was convinced the only way to defeat the Soviet Union was to destroy its economy

· order his armies to capture key oilfields, industries and farmlands in Southern Russia and the Ukraine

· the key to the attack was the city of Stalingrad on the Volga River – capture Stalingrad and cut off the flow of supplies to northern Russia

· an epic struggle – General Paules – 330,000 troops – faced an equal amount of Russians – house to house, door to door – eventually the Russians received 250,000 reinforcements – surrounded the Germans – 91000 surrendered and only 5000 made it back to Germany at war’s end

· turning point in the battle for Europe

Driving the Axis Back

Casablanca Conference

· meeting between Churchill and Roosevelt – 3 parts

1. step up the bombing of Germany – goal – “progressive destruction of the German military, industrial and economic system, and the undermining of the morale of the German people”

2. attack the “soft under belly of Europe” – Sicily and then Italy – Churchill convinced the Italians would quit the war if the allies invaded their mainland

3. Unconditional surrender

Air War

· Allied air forces based in GB attacked deep into Germany - hoped to cripple the German war economy

· between January 1943 and May 1945, the British Royal Air Force and the US 8th Army Air Force dropped 53,000 tons of explosive on Germany every month

· caused severe oil shortage and wrecked the railroad system – destroyed so many aircraft factories that the German Air Force could not replace its losses

· by the Normandy landings – we had complete control of the air

Italy

· July 1943 - invasion of Sicily - met little resistance went on to attack the mainland

· Mussolini’s government fell and the new government surrendered to the Allies - offered to help fight the Germans – Hitler refused to let Italy fall

· Germans set up defensive positions at Cassino and Anzio – took 5 months for the allies to break through

· June 1944 Allies take Rome - German forces continued to fight in northern Italy to the final surrender

· Italian campaign was one of the bloodiest in the war – cost the Allies 300,000 casualties

Tehran Conference

· first time Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin met

· leaders reached several agreements

1. Stalin promised to launch a full-scale offensive against the Germans when the Allies invaded France

2. agreed to a break-up of Germany after the war so it would never be a threat to peace again

3. Stalin promised after Germany was defeated he would assist with Japan

4. new peace organization

D-Day

· “Operation Overlord” – code name for the invasion – led by Eisenhower

· spring of 1944 – Allies ready – 1.5 million American soldiers, 12,000 airplanes, and more than 5 million tons of equipment

· June 6, 1944 the invasion of Europe at Normandy – “The Longest Day” – 7000 ships, carrying 100,000 men sailed for Normandy

· five beaches – American – Omaha and Utah – British and Canadians – Gold, Juneau and Sword

· Omaha beach – the assault almost disintergrated

· August 25th, 1944 - Allies marched into Paris

Island-Hopping

· Nimitz’s plan to capture only a few strategic islands.

· began late in1943 in the Gilbert Islands, advanced to the Marshall Islands in early 1944, and in the summer of 1944 the Marianas, capturing Guam and Saipan.

· built airfields for B-29’s - could now strike Japan

Philippines

· MacArthur vow “I shall return”

· Battle of Leyte Gulf - proved to be the largest naval battle in history - the Japanese fleet destroyed

· U.S. ship St. Lo  - sunk by new weapon

· kamikazes - suicide pilots who directly crashed their planes into American ships

· during final year of the war - sank or destroyed 300 U.S. ships and killed 15,000 U.S. servicemen

· Americans then invaded Luzon

· campaign long and grueling – 80,000 Japanese killed, only 1,000 surrendered

· Manilla captured March 1945 – Japanese continued to fight until the end of the war in August 1945

The War Ends
Battle of the Bulge

· winter 1944 - Germans last ditch counter-offensive

· occurred in the Ardennes Forest in Belgium near the town of Bastogne 

· goal was to cut off Allied supplies coming through the port of Antwerp

· the capture of Bastogne was key to their advancement to Antwerp – Allies held

· despite heavy losses the Allies were able to regroup and drive the Germans back

Victory in Europe

· March 7 the Americans captured the bridge at Remagen that spanned the Rhine River

· April 12, 1945 - death of Roosevelt and Truman becomes President.

· April 25, 1945 - American troops meet Russian troops at the Elbe River

· May 7, 1945 - Germany surrendersn – May 8th is considered VE Day

Mainland Asia

· with the Allies being driven all the way back to India by 1942, struggled to regain Northern Burma - goal to reopen the Burma Road - take supplies to Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist Chinese government

· General Chennault - set up airbases from which to attack the Chinese

· two Communist leaders also fought with the Allies - Mao Zedong and Ho Chi Minh

Onward to Tokyo

· Nov. 24th 1944 – bombs fell on Tokyo for the first time since the 1942 Doolittle Raid

· Iwo Jima – needed for an additional landing site for B-29’s after their bombing of Japan

· Feb. 19, 1944 – 60,000 Marines landed

· Okinawa – needed a base near Japan to stockpile supplies for the invasion of Japan – Apr. 1, 1945 – 12,000 Americans killed before the island was captured on June 22, 1945 

· systematic firebombing of Tokyo, Yokohama and Osaka

The End

· many opposing ideas on how to end the war – Japan was warned with “prompt and utter destruction” if they did not surrender

· Aug. 6, 1945 - Enola Gay  - dropped “Little Boy” on Hiroshima – 76,000 buildings destroyed - American estimates – between 80,000-120,00 Japanese died instantly – thousands died later - Japanese estimates - 200,000 dead.

· Aug. 9, 1945 – Soviet Union declared war on Japan – later that same day we dropped “Fat Man” on Nagasaki – killing between 35,000 – 74,000

· Aug. 15, 1945 - Emperor Hirohito announced that the Japanese people would surrender – V-J Day
· Sept. 2nd, 1945 - Japanese signed surrender papers abroad the battleship the Missouri
United Nations

· a new political international organization

· two parts

1. General Assembly – each member 1 vote
2. Security Council – 11 members – 5 permanment – United States, Great Britain, Soviet Union, China and France – veto power

International Military Tribunal

· created to try war crimes

· Nuremberg Trials – tried German leaders suspected of committing war crimes

· charged with 

1. Crimes against peace.

2. Crimes against humanity.

3. War Crimes

· 22 leaders prosecuted at Nuremberg – 12 sentenced to death by hanging, 3 acquitted, 7 given prison sentences

· trials of lowered of lower ranking officers  and gov’t officials continued until April 1949 – 24 more executed and 107 given prison sentences – some of the most notorious war criminals escaped to South America

· Toyko – 25 Japanese leaders charged with a variety of war crimes – did not indict the Japanese emperor – feared an uprising by the Japanese

· 18 sentenced to prison and 7 sentenced to death

