The World at War

The Early Battles – A Time of Crisis

· Allied leaders agreed on a “Europe first policy” – felt that the Japanese were of no threat

· Allies would “aggressively defend” the Pacific

The Fall of the Philippines

· within hours of the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese bombed airfields in the Philippines

· 2 days later they invaded

· the Americans and Filipinos were badly outnumbered and their commander, General Douglas MacArthur decided to withdraw to the Bataan Peninsula

· using the rugged terrain, the troops hung on for 3 months until they surrendered on Apr. 9th, 1942

· MacArthur was ordered to leave to Australia – “I shall return.”

· 78000 surrendered – forced to walk 65 miles to a POW camp – between 7000 & 10000 were clubbed, shot or starved  – became known as the Bataan Death March
· the island fortress of Corregidor hung on until May 1942

Active Defense in the Pacific

· 2 parts

· first – protect the Hawaiian and Samoan Islands

· second – keep the sea lanes to Australia open

Doolittle’s Raid

· movie called Thirty Seconds over Toyko

· B-25’s were to fly off the carrier the Hornet – bomb Toyko – then fly on to friendly airfields in China

· discovered 150 miles before their lift-off point – ordered the attack anyways – many planes did not make China – crashed into the sea or on mainland China

· viewed as a tremendous moral boost

· forced a change of strategy for the Japanese

Battle of Coral Sea

· Admiral Yamamato wanted a bring on a major sea battle – sent an invasion force towards Port Moresby

· using Magic – we knew their plans and sent the Lexington and Yorktown to intercept the Japanese

· battle fought on May 7th & 8th – first naval battle fought by planes with neither taskforce within sight of each other

· Lexington sunk – Yorktown badly damaged

· Japanese withdrew

· “tactical victory” for the Japanese and a “strategic victory” for the Americans

Battle of Midway

· Admiral Yamamato planned an attack against Midway – Magic again intercepted the plans and alerted Admiral Chester Nimitz to the attack

· June 4-7, 1942 – Battle of Midway

· US sunk 4 Japanese carriers and destroyed their most skilled air groups

· Yorktown only American carrier sunk

· Japanese had to abandon plans for the taking of Midway, Fiji and Samoa

· turning point of the war in the Pacific

The Struggle for North Africa

· immediately open the US entry into the war, Stalin wanted the British and the Americans to invade Europe – FDR also agreed – Churchill urged caution and encourage an allied attack on the periphery – FDR decided in July of 1942 to prepare for an invasion

· Roosevelt decided on Morocco and Algeria for two reasons

1. get combat experience

2. aid the British in Egypt

· Nov. 8th , 1942 – invasion of North Africa began under the command of Dwight D. Eisenhower

· the Americans quickly seized Casablanca led by George Patton and made rapid advances into western Tunisia

Battle of Kasserine Pass

· fought the Germans for the 1st time and did very poorly – the Americans were outmaneuvered and outfought – suffered 7000 casualties and lost nearly 200 tanks – Eisenhower fired the commanding general and put General Patton in command

· together the American and British forces pushed the last Germans out of North Africa on May 13, 1943

Battle for Guadalcanal

· Japanese try again to launch an invasions of Port Moresby – took Guadalcanal – one of the Solomon Islands – built an airfield

· policy of active defense – a stepping stone for returning to the Philippines and finally for invading Japan itself

· nicknamed “Operation Shoestring” – very little available – Allies preparing for the invasion of N. Africa

· Aug. 7th, 1942 – 20,000 Marines were landed on a neighboring island – Tulagi – seized the airfield – renamed it Henderson Field

· Aug. 9th – Battle of Savo Island – Japanese cruiser fleet sank 4 of 5 U.S. and Australian heavy cruisers that were protecting the transports unloading supplies on Guadalcanal – the transports had to withdraw

· this defeat left the Marines short of supplies and support

· Feb. 9th, 1943 – the last of the Japanese on the island withdrew – last attempt by the Japanese to advance in the Pacific theater

Battle of the Atlantic
· "wolfpacks" - 1942 sunk more than 900 allied ships – in May and June alone 1.2 million tons of shipping

· by Aug. 1942 – German subs had sunk 360 American ships along the US coast – so many tankers had been sunk the US had to ration gasoline and heating oil

· radar and sonar – depth charges

· spring of 1943 the Allies had gained control of the Atlantic

Stalingrad

· Hitler was convinced the only way to defeat the Soviet Union was to destroy its economy

· order his armies to capture key oilfields, industries and farmlands in Southern Russia and the Ukraine

· the key to the attack was the city of Stalingrad on the Volga River – capture Stalingrad and cut off the flow of supplies to northern Russia

· an epic struggle – General Paules – 330,000 troops – faced an equal amount of Russians – house to house, door to door – eventually the Russians received 250,000 reinforcements – surrounded the Germans – 91000 surrendered and only 5000 made it back to Germany at war’s end

· turning point in the battle for Europe

