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Toussaint Louverture Mini-Q

How Should We Remember Toussaint Louverture?

- It helps to begin the story of Toussaint
Louverture with a little geography. In 1492
Christopher Columbus landed on the large
Caribbean island of Hispaniola, Two centuties
later, in 1697, the French officially took control
of the western half of the island and renamed it
Saint Domingue. Saint Domingue changed its
namte to Haiti in 1804 and remains so today.

Behind the name changes, of course, is a
much deeper history. Under French control, Saint
Domingue became one of the richest colonies
in the world. By the 1780s, its 8,000 plantations

Toussaint quickly pledged allegiance to France
and was appointed commander-in-chief of the
army in Saint Domingue, He was at this point
the most powerful person on the island.

But then an unexpected change. Napoleon
Bonaparte had risen to power in France and it
was feared he was planning to reinstate slavery

. in Saint Domingue. Indeed, in 1802, Napoleon

launched an invasion of 21,000 French troops.
Toussaint and his fellow generals put up an
impressive fight, but Toussaint was captured
and taken to France. Surprisingly, at this point

were producing 40 per-
&

cent of the world’s sugar
and more than half of the
world’s coffee. The work |
was done by 500,000 slaves
owned by several thousand
rich white planters.

It was into this world
that Toussaint Louverture
was born, sometime in the

Caribbean Sea

Napoleon pulled his suf-
fering troops out of Saint
Domingue, giving up

the fight, Ironically, just

as Saint Domingue was
celebrating victory, Tous-
saint was dieing from
pneumonia in a French jail. .
He never knew that Haiti,

EBE Original area of
slave revolt, 1791

1] 50 100 Miles

B 50 100 Kilometers

1740s. As a young slave, he served as a herder,
then a coachman and, later, an overseer of fellow
slaves in the field. Records suggest that during
these years he was taught to read and write by
his godfather. Granted freedom by his owner,
Toussaint rented a small coffee plantation and
acquired a dozen slaves of his own.

In the summer of 1789 news of the French
Revolution swept across the island. Words like
“Liberte” and “Egalite”were in the air. After
white refusal to end slavery in Saint Domingue,
thousands of plantations were burned and hun-
dreds of whites and mixed-raced people were
killed, In the midst of this struggle, Toussaint
Louverture emerged as a leader. Though he was
no longer a-slave when the rebellion broke out,
Toussaint worked behind the scenes to encour-
age slaves to fight for their freedom. By 1793,
Toussaint commanded a rebel army of 4,000
troops against French forces on the island. When
in 1794 the revolutionary government in France
abolished all slavery in the French colonies,
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on Janvary 1, 1804, would
become an independent nation.

The Task: You are working on a public
radio documentary series Revolutionary Leaders
in Worid History. Your producer calls you into
her office and hands you six documents describ-
ing Toussaint Louverture’s leadership during
the Haitian Revolution. The documents fall into
three categories: liberator of slaves, ruler of
Saint Domingue, and military commander, Your
job is to read the documents and write a short
proposal on how to present the material. Your
producer reminds you that you must follow the
30-20-10 program format. This means you must
decide which of Toussaint’s leadership qualities
will get the most airtime. The most important
role will get 30 minutes and the other two roles
will get 20 minutes and 10 minutes, respective-
Iy, The goal is to make the radio program both
interesting and balanced. The working title for
the one-hour show is: How Should We Remem-
ber Toussaint Louverture?

103

This page may be reproduced for classroom use



)

e
. k1

Toussaint Louverture Mini-Q

Document A

Source: Created from varlous sources.

Note: In 1789, the total slave population in Saint Domingue was 500,000. The white Population was 82,000, and the
mixed-race populaticn was 25,000. . .

Timeline of Abolition in Saint Domingue

1789: The French Revolution begins,

1790: Free men of color in Saint Domingue proclaim themselves French citizens; the French
National Assembly grants full civie rights to free men of color

1791: A slave revolt begins in the north of Saint Domingue, Toussaint joins the revolution and
serves as doctor to the troops; he also commands a small detachment of slave soldiers,

1792: As a military commander, Toussaint gains a reputation for running an orderly camp and
for training his men in both guerilla tactics and the European shoulder to shoulder style
of war,

1794: The revolutionary government in France under Robespierre abolishes slavery in France and
all its colonies; Toussaint and his troops stop their revolt and now support the French.

1796: Toussaint, General Dessalines, and General Christophe organize an army against the
‘British, who are nervous about abolition spreading to their colony of Jamaica.

_1’798: Toussaint defeats the British; becomes ruler of Saint Domingue,
1801: Toussaint coﬁquers Santo Domingo, the Spanish portion of the island,

1802 Napoleon sends 21,000 soldiers to Saint Domingue to reinstate slavery. Toussaint is
tricked into a negotiation meeting, is captured and sent by ship to France.

1803: Napoleon withdraws from Saint Domingue but Toussaint dies in a French jail.
1804: Victorious over the French, a free Haiti declares independence.

Document Analysis

1. What events in 1789 in France tri ggered the later slave revolution in Saint Domingue?
2, What role did Toussaint Louverture play in the 1791 slave revolt that started the Haitian Revolution?

3. Toussaint trained his soldiers in both guerilla tactics and “Buropean style” fighting, What's the
difference?

4. In 1794, why did Toussaint stop his revolt against French colonial {roops on the island?

5. In what year did Toussaint becorne 1uler of Saint Domingue? In what year did he gain control of the
Spanish side of the island?

6. According to this document, what two things are most important to remember about Toussaint?
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Toussaint Louverture Mini-Q

Document B_

Source: Toussaint Louverture, “Letter to the French Directory, November 1797.”

Note: The French Directory was the government that ruled France between 1795 and 1799, It replaced the govemnment
" that had abolished slavery in France and its colonies. Back in Saint Domingue it was feared that this new conser-
vative French government was about to reinstate slavery, Toussaint responds in this letter,

Could men who have once enjoyed the benefits of liberty look on calmly while it

is taken from them! They bore their chains when they knew no condition of life

better than that of slavery. But today when they have left it, if they had a thousand
lives, they would sacrifice them all rather than be subjected again to slavery. . ..
Butif . .. this were to be done, I declare to you that this would be to altempt the

~ impossible: We have known how to confront danger to our liberty, and we will
know how to confront death to presetve it,

Greetings and respect

Toussaint Louverture

Document Analysis

1. To whom is this letter written? Why did Toussaint write it?

2. In Toussaint’s opinion, why would it be impossible to restore slavery to Saint Domingue?

3. Is there a threat in this letter? If 80, what 1s the threat?

4. According to this document, how should we remember Toussaint Louverture? Was his work as a
liberator of slaves more fmportant than his role as a military leader?
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Document C

Source: The Saint Domingue Constitution of 1801, Signed by Toussaint Louverture in July 1801.

. Note: Toussaint Louverture assembled and headed the commisslon that created Saint Domingue's Constitution of 1801.

While its citizens were now all free, Salnt Domingue still remained a coleny of France.

Title IT: Of the Inhabitants
Article 3 There cannot exist slaves in this territory, servitude is therein forever
abolished. All men are born, live and die free and French.

Title VI: Of Culture and Commerce
Article 14 The colony being essentially agricultural cannot suffer the least disrup-
tion in the works of its cultivation.

Article 15 Each plantation . . . shall represent the quiet haven of an active and
constant family, of which the owner of the land . . . shall be the father,

Article 16 Each cultivator and each worker is a member of the family and is entitled
to a share in the revenues. :

Title VIII: Of the Government
Article 28 The Constitution nominate citizen Toussaint-Louverture, Chief General
of the army of Saint-Domingue and . . . he is entrasted the direction
thereof for the remainder of his glorious life.

After having taken knowledge of the Constitution, I give it my approval. . . . I shall
pass it to the French government in order to obtain its sanction.

The General in Chief
Signed: Toussaint-Louverture

Document Analysis

1. What does Atticle 3 promise all inhabitants of Saint Domingue?
2. What sort of work does the Constitution encourage? Why?

3. According to the Constitution, who has the power to run the plantations? Who has the right to
share in the plantations’ profits?

4. Article 28 makes Toussaint Louverture Governor of Saint Domingue for life. What are the advan-

tages and disadvantages of such a policy?

5. According to this document, how should we remember Toussaint Louverture? Was his role as a
prime mover behind the Constitution more important than his work as an abolitionist?
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" ment officials always came from Spain” -

o am:es, we know from the historical record that

Background Essay

Latin American F{evoltitions Mini-Q

Latm Amerlcan lndependence Why Dld the Creo!es Lead the Flght’?

“We came to serve God and to get rich” So i
. said the conquistador, Betnal Diaz del Castillo,

. about the Spanish conguest of the Americas. In-
" their search for gold and souls to save, Spain. -
created an empire that extended as far north as

* Colorado and as far south 4s Patagonia in South-

et Chile. This empire lasted for over 300 years. -

Then, between the years 1811 and 1830 one
Spanish colony after another — Urnguay, Para-
* guay, Chile, Mexico, Ecuador, the United

This created an openmg for Amencanos like -
Simon Bolivar, Juan de San Martin, and A gus-
tin de Uturbide. Wasn’t this the perfecttime -

for Latin American ¢colonies to remove Spanish

+ authority and declare their independence?

© A big question was what this idependence’
would look like. Bolivar, San Martine, and
Uturbide were all Creoles, born in America but

- of pure Spanish blood. As much as they wanted

Provinces of Central America, Peru, Bo- )
“livia, Columbia, and Venezuela - declared |
their independence. from Spain.
Why did Latin Americans become
unhappy with Spanish rule? Oné major
_ complaint was that the Spanish were
unwilling to share political power. The
- Spanish ciown appointed viceroys, or |
governors, who ruled the Spanish ¢olo--
_nies. Even after several generations of
' colomal rule viceroys and other govern-

and farely consulted with Americanos .

~ - Ieaders who had always lived in thc
 Americas. - <. SRR

Another annoyance was Spaln 8

ATLANTIC OCEAN
Gulfof - ". "

Mexico

- J!A !SpJ .
5 l“.‘ memaﬂ T

e PUERTO RICO (Qp_]

economic policies. Spain believed the -
purpose of the colonies was to build the

- Latin American

Independent

- wealth of the mother country. Under the

states in 1830

- economic system called mercanuhsm
the Spanish. ofﬁcm]s took the majority of the. :

profits from resources they found in the Ameri- -

cas. More of thlS story Wﬂl be to]d by the docu--
‘ments, . :
' Desp1te these @o]mcal Bﬂd economic’ gnev—

“as late as 1800 there was little revolutionary

. acfivity in Latin America. Then, however, some-"
~thing happened. In 1808, Napoleon Bonaparte’s -

. Freach army inyaded Spain, removed the Span-
- ish k:mg from the throne, and replaced him with

e . Napoleon’s brother. ‘Because Spam was up tor its

" elhows i in, trouble, it could not pay proper atten-

- to be rid of the Spamsh they were aiways uneasy
about the racxal mix of people who made up the
. rest of the Latin American population — slaves,
'free blacks, mulattos, mestizos, not to'mention
" the Spamsh horn pure—blooded penmsu!ares
Ea With this mized population, creating a new coun— ,
" try with a stable government, a stronig economy, -
“and a'sense of nationhood was a real challenge.

", This Mini-Q dives into the excitement and :5

" the complexity of revolutionary Latin America, .-

Examine the six documents that follow and . -
angwer the question before us: Latin Amencan

 independence: Why did the Creoies lead the .

" tion to its_polom'es_ across the Atlantic Ocean, ﬁght?

e : o o ' ‘ - 1853 .
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- Latin American Revolutions Mini-Q
Document A
Sdurce': Simén Bolivar, AnAddress of Bolivar at the Congress of Angostura, February 15, 1819,

- Note. Simon Bolivar was onhe of the most nﬂuenﬂaﬁ revolutionary leaders. Ho was a Craole born in 1783 In what is now_ o
Caracas, Venezuela. The Gongress. of Angostura tock place during the wars of independsnce of Colomb|a and
Venezuela. Thrs short excerpt was taken from Bolivar's opemng speech .

We are not Europea;ns we are not Indlans we are but a IIllXCd spec:tes of
abongmes and Spaniards. Amencans by birth and Europeans by law, we find
ourselves engaged in a dual conflict: We are disputing w1th the natives for titles
of ownersh1p, and at the same time we are stmgghng to mamtam ourselves in the

- country that gave us birth agamst the opposition of the mvaders Thus our posmon

is most extraordmary and comphcatecl

-' Document Analysis

_‘ 1 Usmg the Background Essay as a remlnder, which socwl class or classes would be Amencans ‘
by birth and Europeans by law” in Latin America i in 1819‘? Whlch socml class or classes could not -
ﬁt into that category‘?

2, What is the “dual conflict” Bolivar describes?

L '3 Focusmg on the Word “We " which somal class do you thmlc Bolivar means when he says “We are '
B dzsputmg with the natwes for titles of ownershlp”‘? ,

' 4.To whom is Bolivar réfeming when he speaks of “invaders™? -

e ' 5 S1mon Bohvar uses the Words “us” and “we repeatcdly 1n thlS short passage Why do you thmk
) he does that'? :

6 How could you uss fhlS document to explam Why Creoles led the ﬁght in the revolutlon agamst
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- . Lalin American Revolutions Mini-Q

Document C -

Source; Juan Pablo Viscardo, A Open Letter fo Americe; written in 1791 and published in Latin America in 1801 -~

Nofe: Juan Pablo Viscardo was a Crecle born in Peru, He wrote this letter in Europe but it was later distributed in the A
. Americas. Amerfcanos was a tetm he and others used fo refer to Latih Americans. Generally, this term referred -
" to Creoles; sometimes it included mastizos and mulattos. Viscardo was a firm supporier of independence. -

- Spanish restrictions on travel and commerce sealed America off from the rest of the =
world [limiting] our basic personal and property rights.... We in America are perhaps ' - [&2
the first to be forced by otir own government to sell otir products at artificially low -~

. -prices, and buy what we need at artificially high prices. This is the result of the Span- -

- ish commereial monopoly sysiem, combined with taxes and official fees, And because

_ the official monopoly cn transatlantic trade would naturally-Jead us to produce more in

. America, the government has boon caroful to place limitations on, what we can loga]ly
produco o - : : oo : : |

Spam could have Ieft us the admnnsira‘uon of our own affalrs one would thmk

Amoncaoos being those most concomod by affairs of America, logically ought to fill

the public offices of. thelr oW1l country for the benoﬁt of all concomod. But that has

been far from the case, . . ~ :

Document Ana[ys;s
1. Whlch country 18 restncung the Amerlcanos property 1l ghts‘? -

2 Tdéntify twoooo'njon_iic policies thét“ar'o making Creoles like J uan‘P.abIo _\?"lsoardo' angry '
3, Who does Viscardo think shonld bo in charge of the Ameticati economy?

4 How could you use thlS document to respond to tho questlon, why dld the Creoles take the L
1ead 111 tho ﬁght for mdependenco? e Lo
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Latin American Revolutions Mini-Q . -
“Document F
Source Leshe Bethell The fndependence of Latm Amerfca 1987,

_Note Int 808 Napoleon Bonaparte mvaded Spam overthrew the Spamsh monarohy and ptaced hrs brother
on the throne ) . . . oo

[If the Creoles had one eye on then‘ Inasters they kept the other on then* servants,”
The Creoles were intensely aware of social pressuze from below, and they strove to
keep the coloured people at a distance... white superiority was not unchallenged; S
beyond 1ts defenses swarmed Indlans mestlzos, free blaeks Inulattos and slaves ‘ S

‘ Tradttlonally the elite looked to Spam to defend them [But} When the monarehy
: collapsed in 1808, the Creoles could not allow the pollttcal vacuurn to remain . - ,
- unfilled, their hves and property unproteoted They had to move quickly to antze1pate 7
popular rebellxon eonvmced that if they dsd not se1ze the oppor.tunlty more danger—-
ous forees Would doso, :

' Document Analysns -

1. What does Bethell mean when he ertes “If the Creoles had one eye on then: masters they kept
the other on their servants”? | S ,

. ,2. Whlch soeial'elesses Wet‘e" ehallenging tlte idea'.'of “white siperiority”? . -
3. What did Creoles think about “coloured people” or people of_'NatiVe, Afﬂe_en or mixed ancestry?,

ey 4 Father thalgo ted the revolt in Me:suco that is featured in Document E What does document F - _ ‘
| suggest about how HlDSt Creoles reacted fo that revolt? oo

L 5 Why conld the Creoles no longer count o11 the- Spamsh government to control soc1a1 unrest
after 1808'? . : e ‘ _

o ‘7 6 How oould you use this document fo answer the questlon Why d1d the Creoles take the lead 1;1 the
ﬁght for mdependence? ' ‘ : : oo . ;
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