The U.S. goes to War

The U.S. Struggles for Neutrality
- Aug. 4, 1914 - Wilson proclaims neutrality for the U.S.

- Peace Ship
The Problem of Neutral Rights

- by international law - warring nations were allowed to stop and inspect neutral vessels at sea - allowed to seize certain war materials(contraband - explosives, guns & ammunitions)

- Great Britain intended to use control of the seas to starve the Germans into submission

- seized all neutral ships - declared North Sea a war zone and mined it

- in 1915 Germans decided to use submarines

- Feb. 4, 1915 - Germany declared the waters around the British Isles a war zone

- May 7, 1915 - Lusitania  torpedoed - went down in 18 minutes - 1198 men and women killed - included a 128 Americans

- tried to appear neutral by flying an American flag

- actually carrying 4200 cases of small-arms ammunition & 1250 cases of shrapnel

Arabic and Sussex Pledges

- Sept. 1, 1915 - Arabic pledge - Germany promised not to sink anymore unarmed liners

- March 1916 - sunk French channel steamer Sussex 

 - issued Sussex Pledge - insisted the British follow suit

Trade with Allies

- America became storehouse of munitions, food and raw materials

- British trade - $800 million to $3 billion

- German trade - $170 million to $1 million

Campaign of 1916

- Wilson - democrats - “preparedness and peace”

- Charles Evan Hughes - Republicans - bungling foreign policy

- Wilson winner - closest election since 1876

Peace Initiatives
- sent Colonel Edward House to Europe to try arrange peace

- Feb. 1, 1917 - Germany unlimited submarine warfare - U.S. broke diplomatic relations

Zimmerman Note
- German foreign minister sent note to Mexico

- intercepted by British and sent to Americans

Armed Ship Bill

- Mar. 4, 1917 - armed neutrality - merchant ships could be armed

- Mar. 15 - revolution in Russia

- Mar. 16 - 3 American vessels sunk by Germans with a loss of 6 American lives

- Apr. 2, 1917 - asks Congress for declaration of war - June 14 - AEF arrives in Paris under General John J. Pershing

The Last Years of the War
- Treaty of Brest-Litovsk - March 1918 - Russia and Germany

- June 1, 1918 - Chateau-Thierry - Americans help stop German advance.

- Sedan - Argonne Forest - 1.2 million soldiers turn the tide against the Germans

- Nov. 11, 1918 - armistice

