THE TRUMAN YEARS: THE COLD WAR
1945

Yalta Conference
- the "big three" - Stalin, Churchill & Roosevelt met at Russian resort on Black Sea

- agreements -1) Soviet Union's secret pledge to declare war on Japan, 2) basic structure of new peacekeeping organization, 3) territorial concessions to Stalin - Outer Mongolia and several important Japanese islands, 4) new post-war borders for Germany and Poland, 5) eastern Europe would have government's which were "broadly representative"


Iran - 1st Postwar crisis between U.S. and Soviet Union


peace comes - superpowers leave but Soviets don’t


- Iran complains to U.N. Security Council - Soviets walk out


- year later Soviets make deal - pull troops out if they have 

can drill for oil


- next year U.S. convinced Iran to take back the oil rights - 

Soviet & U.S. distrust

1945-48
Soviet 7 Satellites


- Poland, E. Germany, Bulgaria, Albania, Rumania, 


Czechoslovakia, Hungary - Why? Stalin insisted he needed 
protection from the West
1946
U.S. adopts Containment - postwar American foreign policy


Churchill - behind the iron curtain Soviets are tightening their 
grip - Soviets want to expand their power around the world

1947

Truman Doctrine - promise that U.S. would defend free peoples from subversion or outside pressure - helped support free 
peoples who were resisting Communist takeover


- U.S. gave $400 million to Greece & Turkey to combat 

Communism


- Marshall Plan - helped European countries recover 

economically from WW II


- 3 goals


1.  Help Europe


2.  Contain Communism

3. Ensure the continued health of U.S. economy - future trading partners

- in 3 year period - $12 billion of aid to 16 nations in Western Europe


- Soviets reject plan - said it was plan for countries to 

become economically dependent of U.S.

1948
NATO - North Atlantic Treaty Organization


- alliance formed by U.S., a group of European nations, and 
Canada to provide mutual aid in the event of armed attack


- permanent NATO military force in Europe

· 7 years later - Soviet Union and Communist Nations form the Warsaw Pact

· Berlin Blockade – June of 1948, Stalin made a grab to control all of Berlin – blocked the highways, rivers and railroads into West Berlin

- used a massive airlift to deliver food and supplies – everyday for a year British and American planes flew tons of goods to West Berlin – May 1949 Stalin lifted the blockade

1949

Communist Victory in Chinese Civil War - Mao Zedong ousted Chiang Kai Shek


- significance - Soviet Union - largest country in world



- China - largest pop. in world - 25%


- both Communist

· September 1949 – Soviet Union explodes its first atomic bomb

· the Cold War comes to U.S.

