Spanish American War

The "Splendid Little War"
Causes of the Spanish-American War

1)  Revolution in Cuba – most Cubans worked for starvation wages for wealthy landowners
2)  Spanish Atrocities - concentration camps - Valeriano "Butcher" Weyler





3)  Dupuy De Lome Letter - Spanish Minister to the US - described McKinley as "weak and a bidder of 

the admiration of the crowd"

4) Sinking of the Maine  - Feb. 15th, 1898 battleship mysteriously blew up in Havana harbor 

- 266 sailors killed

5) Yellow Journalism - inflamed American opinions and passion for the war

· ultimatum to Spain 

1. Spain should immediately cease fighting in cuba and grant an armistice to revolutionaries

2. Concentration camps abolished.

· Spain accepts the ultimatum – April 9th – independence could be worked out

- April 11, 1898 - McKinley declares war - Teller Amendment - Cuba would stay independent and the U.S. "would leave control of the island to its people"

Philippines

- May 1st Dewey attacked Spanish fleet in Manilla Bay - Spanish fleet destroyed without loss of American lives

- Emilo Aguinaldo - Filipino patriot - organized resistance and helped Americans capture Manilla in Aug. 1898

Cuba
- Americans poorly trained and equipped

- major fighting in Santiago, Cuba - San Juan Hill – TR’s Roughriders-

- toughest battle – El Caney – General William Shafter led American troops

- American gunboats - sunk Spanish fleet attempting to escape the harbor

- troops took Puerto Rico - met little resistance

- Aug. 12, 1898 - Spain and U.S. stop fighting

Results of the War

- Americans ill-prepared

- for every one of the 385 Americans killed – 13 died from disease

· America’s first war of intervention

Treaty of Paris
- Dec. 10, 1898 - Cuba gained its independence, Puerto Rico and Guam to the U.S., purchased the Philippines for $20 million - McKinley decided to put the Philippines on the map of the U.S.

