THE NIXON YEARS

VIETNAM: THE WAR WINDS DOWN
Vietnamization

- building up of South Vietnamese forces and make them do more of the fighting while gradually withdrawing American troops.

- 3 stages
1) US forces would turn over combat responsibility while 


continuing to give air and logistical support



2) help the South develop its own air and logistical support



3) Advisory role

- new Commander - Creighton W. Abrams - favored smaller, company and platoon operations rather than large scale search and destroy missions

- 1st phase - 700,000 M-16's, 600 pieces of artillery, 30,000 grenade launchers, 10,000 machine guns and thousands of trucks, armored personnel carriers, helicopters, planes and jets

- 242 U.S. Navy rivercraft worth $68 million

- Vietnamese army doubled in size to over 1 million men

- troop withdrawl -
1969 - 480,000




1970 - 235,000




1971 - 160,000

- air strikes

- "Texas Star" - Hamburger Hill

- Cambodia & Laos invasion

- Spring of 1972 - NVA invasion

- end of 1972 - only 24,000 Americans left in Vietnam

- last Americans left - Mar. 29, 1972

My Lai

- Nov. 1969 - army massacre of 350 civilians in this South Vietnamese hamlet

- covered up

- Lieutenant William Calley

- received life prison term - reduced to 20 years by Nixon - served 3 years under house arrest

Cambodia and Laos

- Apr. 30th, 1970 - "Total Victory"

- casualities - 11,000 NVA and VC, 339 Americans, 799 South Vietnamese killed

- captured 25,000 weapons, 15 million rounds of ammunition and more than 7000 tons of food

- equilavent of 4000 truckloads sent down the Ho Chi Minh trail

Kent State

- 2500 college campuses - demonstrations and student strikes

- 4 students killed and 10 wounded by National Guard

End of War

- Oct. 24, 1972 - Kissinger "peace is at hand"

- Operation Linebacker II - two weeks

- 27 aircraft shot down - 15 B-52's

- 93 airmen listed as killed, missing, or captured - 21% of total known POW's

- Jan. 27, 1973 - Peace accord signed in Paris

- "peace with honor"

- 562 POW's came home

- 1975 - North Vietnam invaded the South - Ford asked for military aid - denied

- Saigon fell - Apr. 30, 1975

Results of the War

- 58,000 Americans killed, 365,000 wounded

- South Vietnam - 1 million - North Vietnam - 500,000 and l million

- US spent $170 billion in direct costs 

- air strikes destroyed much of North Vietnam's industrial and transportation systems

- South - 10 million refugees

- destroyed landscape

Effects of Southeast Asia

- Communist governments established in Laos and Cambodia

- North culture and political structure forced on South - 1 million South Vietnamese have fled since 1975

- economy never rebuilt - most aid Soviet Union

Effects on U.S.

- 1st foreign war in which U.S. combat forces failed to achieve objectives

- 2.7 million veterans - divorce, drug abuse, suicide, violent crimes, and joblessness

- Congress and people would now challenge the President on future military actions

- War Powers Act – limit executive powers 

1. Inform Congress within 48 hours of deployment

2. Must be recalled between 60 & 90 days if not approved by Congress

Wars Involving the U.S.

Wars
Years
U.S. Military Deaths

Revolutionary War
1775-1783
25,324

War of 1812
1812-1815
2,260

Mexican War
1846-1848
13,283

Civil War - Union
1861-1865
360,222

Civil War - Confed.
1861-1865
260,000

Spanish American
1898
2,446

WW I
1914-1918
116,516

WW II
1939-1945
405,399

Korean War
1950-1953
54,246

Vietnam War
1957-1975
58,000

Persian Gulf War
1991
290

Iraq War
2002-Present
4445 as of 4/7/11
Afghanistan War
2002 – Present
1525 as of 4/7/11

