“Big Stick Diplomacy”

Notes

Asia

Open Door Policy
· countries carved out spheres of influence in China

· Secretary of State John Hay – 1899 - proposed Open Door Policy - under this policy all nations would have equal trading rights in China

Boxer Rebellion

· Chinese patriots known as Boxers demanded that all foreigners be expelled from the country

· foreigners took refuge in Beijing

· several countries sent military forces - arrived just in time to save the missionaries and diplomats

· China had to pay $332 million in reparations

Russo-Japanese War
· Russia and Japan tried to extend their influence over Manchuria and Korea - Japan launched a surprise attack against Russia

· on land and sea the modern Japanese forces won victory after victory

· Roosevelt intervened 1) wanted Russia and Japan to both hold up the Open Door Policy, 2) feared if Japan won the war it would become too strong - possible struggle between us in the future

· 1908 - Root-Takahira Agreement - Japan could annex Korea - would not meddle with U.S. colonies

Panama Canal

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty

· replaced the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty
· granted the U.S. the sole right to “construct, control and defend” a Central American canal

· canal was to remain free and open to ships from all nations on equal terms

French Company’s Failure
· diseases and delays bankrupted company

· offered to sell the U.S. canal rights in Panama for $40 million

Martinique

· 1902 – volcanic eruption killed 40,000

· inspired Phillipe Banua-Varilla – persuaded Congress to accept canal access across Panama

· agreed to buy rights if deal could be worked out with Colombia

Revolution in Panama

· Colombia asked for more money than the U.S. was willing to pay

· Banua-Varilla knew some Panamians were unhappy with Colombian rule

· reasoned that an independent Panama might be more reasonable with U.S. demands

· TR supported him by sending the Nashville to Panama

· Nashville arrived Nov. 2, 1903 – day later rebellion broke out , the marines prevented the Colombians from crushing it – revolution succeeded

· U.S. recognized the new country

· Negotiated a treaty with Panama’s new foreign minister Banau-Varilla

· blasted at home and abroad, but Senate ratified the treaty – 1921 – after TR’s death U.S. paid the Colombians $25 million

Building the Canal

· Dr. William Gorgas sent to Panama – rid the canal zone of diseases

· Drained swamps and ponds in the 10 mile wide strip of land leased to the U.S.

· 18 months later – canal zone was mosquito free

· height of construction – 43,000 laborers – most black West Indians and Americans

· 61 million tons of dynamite

· 60 steam shovels

· 5 million cubic yards of concrete

· 5,600 workers perished

· cost $365 million – finished 1914 – Aug. 15, 1914 – S.S. Ancon first passenger-cargo vessel through the canal

Importance of the Canal

1. shortened travel time from East to West

2. stimulated trade

3. American military bases built in Canal Zone

4. Roosevelt Corollary

Roosevelt Corollary

· 1904 – U.S. would intervene in any Latin American nation whose stability was in question

· 1st exercised – 1905 Dominican Republic – this poorly run country was in debt to European creditors – American officials took over the collection of customs and duties – held to 1941

Panama Canal Statistics

· 50.7 miles in length

· 3 sets of locks

· commercial supertankers and super carriers of the Navy too large

