Global Struggles

From Neutrality to War

1931
Japanese Invasion of Manchuria

attacking without orders from the civilian government, the military invaded the resource-rich Chinese Manchuria – made it into a puppet state

direct slap at the U.S. Open Door Policy – Secretary of State Stimson wanted a strong response – because of the depression there was not a strong one, just an announcement “that America would not recognize Japanese rule in Manchuria or any transfer of territory by conquest.” – moral power but could not be enforced 

League of Nations condemned the invasion – Japan withdrew from the League – gambled no Western power would come to China’s aid

1935 Italian Invasion of Ethiopia

Ethiopia was one of Africa’s few independent Nations – the League of Nations condemned the -invasion and voted limited economic sanctions against Italy.

neither Great Britain nor France wished to pick a fight or sacrifice its trade with Italy

economic sanctions had little effect – did not prohibit the sale of oil – the lifeblood of all war machines

invasion was a disaster for Ethiopia – crushed the League of Nations – Roosevelt and other Western leaders feared a tough stand would push him into the arms of Hitler.

1936 – Mussolini joined Hitler in an alliance – Rome – Berlin Axis

Spanish Civil War

Spanish army officers led by General Francisco Franco rebelled against the gov’t

Many American leftists supported the Loyalists (stayed loyal to the Republic) – 3000 Americans fought in the Spanish Civil War

Germany and Italy aided Franco – Soviet Union aided the loyalists with officers and technicians – after 2 years of fighting they withdrew their support and non-intervention by U.S., GB and France allowed Franco to sweep to victory


First battleground of the coming world war – democracy lost

1936 Germany occupies the Rhineland

it was a demilitarized zone on the border of France – no reaction – Hitler later admitted that if France had threatened to use its supreme army at that time they would have had to withdraw

Great Britain and France’s reasons for appeasement

Memory of WW I, Fear of Soviet Communism, Unease with Versailles Treaty, Hope for Compromise with Germany

1937 Japan invades China

launches an invasion of China – no response other than verbal from the international community

1938
Hitler annexes the Austria and Sudetenland

claimed to unite all German speaking peoples of Europe

Neville Chamberlain of Great Britain and Edouard Daladier allowed Germany to annex – Munich Conference

In return Hitler promised to make no more territorial demands in Europe

Chamberlain insisted the agreement guaranteed “peace in our time” – Munich soon became a code word for surrender and betrayal

· reasons for appeasement – (1) Memory of WW I, (2) Fear of Soviet Communism, (3) Unease with Versailles Treaty, and (4) Hope for Compromise with Germany

· March – 1938 – Hitler sent troops into Czechoslovakia and broke up the country – created Slovakia, a puppet nation

March 31, 1939
Britain and France guarantee Poland’s neutrality

· realized appeasement had failed

· the Polish government to rejected Hitler’s demands because of France’s and Britain’s support

Aug. 23, 1939
Non-Aggression Pact 

Stalin and Hitler promised not to attack each other – once sworn enemies had now become allies

Sept. 1, 1939
Germany invades Poland

used a revolutionary new tactic – “Blitzkrieg” – lightning war – depended on air power and quick motorized vehicles

After the attack the Soviet Union occupied eastern Poland – Hitler and Stalin secretly agreed to divide up Poland in their 1939 pact – Stalin had a free hand to takeover the Baltic states, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia and Finland – the Finns fought fiercely but were defeated in the spring of 1940

“phony war”

1939
Neutrality Act

· allowed the sale of weapons to warring nations - forbade Americans to enter the war zone

Apr. 9, 1940
Germany invades Western Europe

invaded Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg, there by quickly bypassing the “impregnable” Maginot Line 

May 1940 – British Army trapped at the French port of Dunkirk

June 14th the Nazis marched into Paris

France surrendered by the end of June – German forces took control of the northern half of the country – southern France a puppet government run from the town of Vichy – Marshal Philippe Petain new leader

Winston Churchill replaces Chamberlain as PM

Great Britain now stood alone – Winston Churchill “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall never surrender.”

1940 - 41
Battle of Britain and German submarine warfare in the Atlantic

Hitler was convinced to cancel Operation Sea Lion – instead bomb GB into submission

Sent hundreds of bombers upon London and other cities during the summer and fall of 1940

Used ULTRA and RADAR to effectively intercept the bombers –“Never had so many owed so much to so few”

Destroyers for Bases

transferred 50 old by useful destroyers to Great Britain for the use of 8 British Naval bases along the Atlantic coast

Lend-Lease

any country whose defense was considered vital to the defense of the U.S.

pay later

Four Freedoms

Jan. 1941 - annual address to Congress - freedom of speech, freedom of religion, feedom of want and freedom from fear

Atlantic Charter

secret meeting with Churchill off the coast of Newfoundland - self-determination, free trade and freedom of the seas, disarm aggressor nations, and a new peace organization

War Spreads

extended war zone far into the North Atlantic - April occupied Greenland and in July Iceland

May 7th - Congress authorized our gov’t to seize 92 ships - belonged to Germany, Italy, France, Holland and Norway

June 14 - German and Italian property frozen

Sept. 1, 1940 - U.S. began convoying British ships

1941
German Invasion of the Soviet Union

June 22, 1941 - Hitler’s major blunder of the war - attacked the Soviet Union - managed to get 15 miles from Moscow then the Russian winter set in

Allies offered aid to USSR

1941
German Submarine Activity increases

Sept. 4th, 1941 - U.S. destroyer Greer attacked by a submarine

Oct. 17th - destroyer Kearny hit and badly damaged - loss of 11 American lives

Oct. 31st - destroyer - Rueben James - sunk by German sub - loss half its crew

undeclared war in the Atlantic


1941
Japanese Invasion of French Indo-China

wanted to seal off Burma Road - Allied supply route to China

while Europe occupied with Germany - seize oil, rubber and tin supplies

U.S. responded with trade embargo

Japan wanted the U.S. to cut off aid to China - U.S. refused

Oct. 1941 - Tojo gov’t takes control

MAJIC - broke Japanese codes - knew there was going to be an attack - thought Philippines or Thailand

8:00 AM - Dec. 7th, 1941 - attacked Pearl Harbor

150 aircraft destroyed of the 94 ships in the harbor - 8 battleships put out of action, 3 cruisers and 3 destroyers

70 civilians killed and 2300 servicemen

“Day of Infamy”

