True in the United States Today? – The impact of 

Enlightenment Thinkers


Many ideas from the Enlightenment, called the Age of Reason, spread to the United States and are today a part of our way of life. 

Directions: Read each statement by the Enlightenment thinkers given on the chart, and decide whether the statement is a true description of present American life. If it is true of the United Stats, write YES in the blank, and explain why you think it is. If the idea or attitude is not true of present life in the US, put NO in the space and explain why you think it is not. If your group members cannot agree, write reasons for both yes and no in the space provided to share.

	Enlightenment thinker
	Ideas
	True in the US today?

(yes or no)

	John Locke
	· Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and the ownership of property.
	__________ Why?



	
	· Citizens have the right to overthrow the government when their “natural rights’ are violated. 
	__________ Why? 



	
	· All men are free and equal at birth?
	__________ Why?




	Montesquieu
	· A man is innocent until a jury finds him guilty.
	__________ Why?



	
	· There should be a “separation of powers” in government between legislative, executive, and judicial branches. 
	__________ Why?



	
	· Slavery, torture, religious harassment, and censorship are all wrong. 
	__________ Why?




	Voltaire
	· Democracy is not a good form of government because the people are not able to govern themselves; the best government is one with a good and fair king.
	__________ Why?



	
	· All men should be treated as equals, and should have freedom of speech and freedom of the press.
	__________ Why?



	
	· A scientist is a greater person than a conquering general.
	__________ Why?




	Rousseau
	· Democracy is a good form of government.
	__________ Why?



	
	· It is unfair that some people are rich while other people are poor. 
	__________ Why?



	
	· The rich should not enjoy special privileges. 
	__________ Why?
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