Name:  ________________________
Engineering an Empire: “China” Video Guide

1. What was China like during the Warring States period?
2. What were the two military advantages the Qin held over the other states?
Li Bing
4:28 – 7:21
3. Why did Li Bing need to divert the river?
4. What stood in Li Bing’s way when he wanted to divert the waterway?  How did he solve the problem?
Ying Zheng/Shi Huangdi
7:21 – 24:22
5. Who wanted Ying Zheng killed?  How did Ying deal with this threat?
6. What Qin ruler united China and became “The First Emperor?”
7. What major project did Shi Huangdi begin?  What was its purpose?
8. What was life like for the builders of the wall?
9. What construction technique did they use to build the wall?
10. Why was the Great Wall largely unsuccessful?
11. The people rebelled against the First Emperor.  How did Shi Huangdi attempt to stop them?
12. What did farmers find in 1974?
13. Each terra cotta warrior had its own face, armor, stance, etc.   This shows that each was modeled after . . .
14. The Emperor’s Tomb, when first made, was probably as large as what other major monument?
15. Describe the interior (inside) of the Emperor’s Tomb.
16. Why would excavating the Emperor’s Tomb be dangerous?

Liu Bang (Han Dynasty)
24:22 – 27:38
17. What happened after Shi Huangdi’s death?  Why?
18. How did people at the Great Wall signal each other?
19. What made the Han Dynasty fall?
Yang Di
27:38 – 33:40
20. What was the name of the people who united China this time?
21. What big project did Yang Di attempt?
22. What effect did the canal have on the cities close to it?
23. Why did the people of China grow upset with their emperor?
Zheng He (Ming Dynasty)
33:40 – 40:14
24. How did Zheng He first meet the Ming?
25. What project did Zheng He build?
26. How far did Zheng’s ships go?
27. What ended the fleet’s journeys?
Modern China
40:14 – 43:50
28. The Mongols invaded China again.  What did the Ming do to try to save their nation?
29. Where did the soldiers live while watching the wall?

30. After defeating the Manchu invaders, what group took over China?

31.  “At the dawn of humanity, the Chinese were here, and they are still here, and they ain’t 
____________________.”
Name:  ____KEY__

Engineering an Empire: “China” Video Guide

1. What was China like during the Warring States period?

· a series of warring states

2. What were the two military advantages the Qin held over the other states?

· horses (cavalry) and mass production of weapons (leading to foot soldiers)

Li Bing
4:28 – 7:21

3. Why did Li Bing need to divert the river?

· not enough food

4. What stood in Li Bing’s way when he wanted to divert the waterway?  How did he solve the problem?

· a mountain; he replicated nature – alternating heat and cold to break the rocks away

Ying Zheng/Shi Huangdi
7:21 – 24:22

5. Who wanted Ying Zheng killed?  How did Ying deal with this threat?

· his mother; he had his mother exiled and his stepbrothers killed

6. What Qin ruler united China and became “The First Emperor?”

· Ying Zheng/Shi Huangdi

7. What major project did Shi Huangdi begin?  What was its purpose?

· The Great Wall of China; to keep invaders out or seal China away from the outside world (“to keep foreign invaders out and the Chinese people in”)

8. What was life like for the builders of the wall?

· exhausting, starving, killed if you ran away, ¼ died and were buried in the wall

9. What construction technique did they use to build the wall?

· tamped earth method

10. Why was the Great Wall largely unsuccessful?

· it was difficult to defend – it was just too long, there wasn’t enough manpower

11. The people rebelled against the First Emperor.  How did Shi Huangdi attempt to stop them?

· forced labor, buried 400 alive, banished his eldest son

12. What did farmers find in 1974?

· a terra cotta skull, the beginnings of the terra cotta army

13. Each terra cotta warrior had its own face, armor, stance, etc.   This shows that each was modeled after . . .

· a different person

14. The Emperor’s Tomb, when first made, was probably as large as what other major monument?

· The Great Pyramid of Giza

15. Describe the interior (inside) of the Emperor’s Tomb.

· rivers of mercury, bronze sarcophagus, 33’ high, pearls for stars

16. Why would excavating the Emperor’s Tomb be dangerous?

· booby trapped

Liu Bang (Han Dynasty)
24:22 – 27:38

17. What happened after Shi Huangdi’s death?  Why?

· Civil War; because the people had been oppressed so long

18. How did people at the Great Wall signal each other?

· fires, smoke, flags

19. What made the Han Dynasty fall?

· a peasant rebellion

Yang Di
27:38 – 33:40

20. What was the name of the people who united China this time?

· Sui

21. What big project did Yang Di attempt?

· a Grand Canal hooking the two rivers together

22. What effect did the canal have on the cities close to it?

· they greatly increased in size, made them centers of trade in silks and porcelains

23. Why did the people of China grow upset with their emperor?

· he would voyage down the canal every year, living lavishly and throwing excess food overboard

Zheng He (Ming Dynasty)
33:40 – 40:14

24. How did Zheng He first meet the Ming?

· he was kidnapped by a war party and made a eunuch

25. What project did Zheng He build?

· treasure ships

26. How far did Zheng’s ships go?

· to Africa, India, all over

27. What ended the fleet’s journeys?

· Zheng He died, then the Emperor decided to burn the ships and isolate China

Modern China
40:14 – 43:50

28. The Mongols invaded China again.  What did the Ming do to try to save their nation?

· reengineered the Great Wall to be faced with brick and stone

29. Where did the soldiers live while watching the wall?

· in the watchtowers

30. After defeating the Manchu invaders, what group took over China?

· Communists

31. “At the dawn of humanity, the Chinese were here, and they are still here, and they ain’t ____________________.”

· finished yet
