The D’s of Imperialism

Destiny – as in manifest destiny – It’s America’s “destiny” to overspread the continent; America has the destiny to go beyond the boundaries of its continent and control other territories.  Social Darwinism – those who have the ability to rise to the top; it’s God’s will.

Defense – must defend against other imperial countries using naval power.  Naval stations throughout the world needed to keep countries within boundaries.

Dollars – Natural resources needed.  Expand influence to expand base of resource potential.  The expansion of production causes overproduction for the domestic market.  Need to branch out into new and foreign markets to grow economically.

Democracy – states that the US needs to support the growth of democracy globally.  However, in practice, American ends up acting to support only its own democracy.  In the name of democracy, dictatorships are set up by the US in foreign countries, or the US will support coups if they decide they don’t like a particular government any more.  Message to other countries is:  You should call yourself a democracy in the name of OUR democracy.

Deity – the “white man’s burden”; incumbent upon us citizens of America as civilized human beings to take our technology, civilization, and Christian values and impart them on the “poor heathens”, etc.  Bring them God and machines.  General ideology is that “they” are not yet ready to govern themselves, thus it is our duty to bring the benefits of “civilization” to them.

