African Empires and Trading States
Ghana (800-1235)
-emerged in West Africa, South of the Sahara

-1st of the great trading states

-prospered from it’s iron and gold supplies

-one of the biggest gold producers in all of Africa

-became the hub of a trade empire

-traded gold and iron for textiles, horses, SALT (preserve, spice, bodies-hot climate)

-Salt sometimes used as money- English word preserving this connection???


-salary--- sal is Latin for salt—part of pay of Roman soldiers

-exchanging goods was done by silent trade (boundary line)

-civil wars cause collapse
Mali (1235-1450)

-arose in Ghana’s place

-Sundiata was the founder.  One of twelve brothers who were heirs to the throne.  Ruler of a neighboring state overthrew them killing all 11 brothers but leaving Sundiata b/c he was frail, ill, and unable to walk.  Grew strong and overthrew the ruler

-empire ran from the Atlantic coast to Timbuktu

-$$ due to gold and salt trade

-Mansa Musa- richest and most powerful king

-doubled Mali’s size, strong central govt. w/ apponted governors

-converted to Islam—legendary Hajj

-caravan of 60,000 men, 80 camels each carrying 300 pounds of gold, caused the value of gold to fall (too much in circulation)

-fell to civil wars
Songhai (1450-1586)
-Sunni Ali (Soldier King) didn’t convert to Islam
-Empire along the Niger, south of Timbuktu (largest in West Africa)

-Askia Muhammad is next ruler and sets up a Muslim dynasty

-expands territory and betters the govt. (bureaucracy)
-civil wars over succession leads to decline and splitting into many small kingdoms

East Africa 
-many small states and societies rise due to the influence of Islam (trade)

-mostly Bantu speaking subsistence farmers

-Swahili arises from African/Arab mixing
South Africa

-stateless societies, independent villages but eventually organized into states (Zimbabwe)-wealthiest, most powerful
-The Great Enclosure- exact purpose is unknown, oval palace surrounded by a 17 foot thick wall, 80 feet high, 800 feet long

Religion
-ancestors were important, influence the gods

-Islam and native religions could conflict

Arts

-music and dance- served a religious purpose

-griots- passed and preserved folktales and African history
